
The God Who Sees Me
Pastor Craig Jennings

he story is told of an el derly grand fa ther who was
very wealthy.  He was in fairly good health for his
age, ex cept that his hear ing was fail ing him. So, he 
de cided to pur chase hear ing aids.  Two weeks later 

he re turned to the au di ol o gist so that she could make fi nal 
ad just ments.  “How do you like the hear ing aids?” she
asked.

“I like them very much.” He an swered.  “Why, I now
can pick up con ver sa tions quite eas ily, even in the next
room.”

The au di ol o gist was de lighted.  “Your fam ily mem -
bers must be happy to know that you can hear so much
better.”

The old man smiled. “Oh, I have n’t told them yet. 
I’ve just been sit ting around lis ten ing—and do you know
what?  I’ve changed my will twice.”

God sees and hears and knows all things! In fact, ac -
cord ing to Psalm 139, God knows what you do, He
knows what you think, knows where you go, and he
knows what you say.  There is no place you can go, in
which his all-know ing pres ence is not there.    Here’s the
ques tion: Is that re al ity a threat or a com fort to you? 

Ah, if you are run ning from God, his om ni science
(his “all-know ing ness”) is a threat, in deed, it stirs up
fear—fear be cause de spite your pi ous out ward ap pear -
ances, God knows that in wardly you are merely play ing
re li gious games—fear be cause God knows the twisted
mo tives and hid den agen das be hind all you do—fear be -
cause God knows ev ery se cret sin and ev ery evil de -
sire—fear be cause all is open to the eyes of him to whom
we must give ac count (He brews 3:13)—fear be cause one

day you will stand in judg ment be fore the great White
Throne, and your whole mis er a ble life will be judged on
the ba sis of what is in fal li bly re corded in the books.

But if you are a child of God, pur chased by the blood
of His Son, God’s om ni science is a source of great com -
fort and joy—com fort and joy be cause God knows you
(and your needs) better than you do—com fort and joy
be cause his strength will not al low  you to sink in a sea of
trou bles.

Do you re mem ber the story of Hagar, told in Gen e sis
16? It is the story of a young woman who is preg nant and
on the run from some very dif fi cult and pain ful cir cum -
stances.  As you may re call, Abra ham and Sa rah were un -
able to have chil dren, so Sa rah gave Hagar to Abra ham as 
a sec ond wife.  If Hagar were to be come preg nant and
bear a child, then ac cord ing to cus tom, Sa rah could claim
and adopt the child as her own.

Well, Hagar be came preg nant and be gan to look with 
con tempt on Sa rah—af ter all, she was able to bear a
child, whereas Sa rah could not.  Sa rah re sponded with
an ger and bit ter ness.  In es sence she said to her self. “I am
a woman of wealth and stand ing whereas Hagar is only
an Egyp tian slave girl.  Who does she think she is?”

Con di tions quickly de te ri o rated.  Sa rah blamed
Abra ham for the whole mess (even though the en tire
scheme had been her idea to be gin with).  And Abra ham,
in re sponse to his wife’s an ger, ba si cally said to Sa rah,
“Hagar is your ser vant.  Do what ever you think is best.” 
Then, the Bi ble says, Sa rah dealt harshly with her
(16:6)—the same word later used to de scribe how Egyp -
tian task mas ters treated the peo ple of Is rael.
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What is Hagar to do? 
The only vi a ble so lu tion she
could see was to run from her 
in tol er a ble cir cum stances
and re turn to her home coun -
try of Egypt.  And run she
did, fi nally ar riv ing at a
spring of wa ter near the
Egyp tian bor der.  And while
she rested at that place, feel -
ing very much alone and
over whelmed, the an gel of
the Lord found her (16:7).

What great news!  In
times of dis tress and fear and 
great need, you and I (like
Hagar) dis cover that God is
never far from any one of us.  
More than that, we dis cover
(or per haps, re dis cover) that
he knows all about our past,
our pres ent jour ney, and
what lies ahead of us.  And
based upon his per fect,
all-en com pass ing, eter nal
knowl edge, God acts—for
his glory and for our good.

In Hagar’s case, the an -
gel of the Lord (the sec ond
per son of the Trin ity) gave
her an amaz ing prom ise: 
”Not only will you give birth 
to a son” said the an gel, “but
I will mul ti ply your son’s de -
scen dants to such an ex tent
that no one will be able to
count them.  Oh, and in re -
mem brance of this event,”
He said, “you are to name
Him Ishmael, which means
God hears.”

And what was Hagar’s
in struc tive re sponse?  She
re joiced.  But the Gen e sis ac -
count makes it clear that she
did not re joice pri mar ily in
the great proph e cies re gard -
ing her son (al though she un -
doubt edly was both amazed
and thank ful). In stead Hagar
re joiced in the pres ence of a
gra cious, om ni scient God. 
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In deed, at the end of the pas sage she cel e brated God’s
om ni science by giv ing this name to the Lord who had
spo ken to her: the God who sees me (16:13).  “Can you
be lieve it?”  she shouts with joy.  “I have ac tu ally seen
him who looks af ter me”.  (And that, by the way, is the
name she gave to the well where the en coun ter took
place.)

Child of God, re joice in God’s om ni science.  Think
about it.  If God is in deed all-know ing, that means, for
ex am ple, that he will never dis cover any thing new about
you, nor will he ever be sur prised by any thing you do. 
God’s om ni science means that He knows the ab so lute
worst about you, but loves you eter nally and fully
through Je sus Christ.  He has saved you by his grace. 
You be long to him.

Fur ther, God’s om ni science means that as a Chris tian 
you can live your life in gos pel free dom.  No char ac ter
flaw can sud denly come to light that God does n’t al ready
know about. No long-for got ten skel e ton stored away for
years in some back closet of your life can sud denly tum -
ble out and star tle God.  No – not even Sa tan him self can
make any ac cu sa tion against you that will cause God to
have sec ond thoughts about you.

God per fectly knows what you and I are re ally
like—he knows our frame; he re mem bers that we are
dust (Psalm 103:14).  Why, God knows you so well that
even the hairs of your head are all num bered (Mat thew
10:30).  So, take heart!  His grace is al ways suf fi cient,
His sup ply is al ways abun dant, His tim ing is al ways per -
fect, and his faith ful ness and mer cies –for you—are new
ev ery morn ing.

Frail chil dren of dust, And fee ble as frail
In Thee do we trust, Nor find Thee to fail.
Thy mer cies how ten der, How firm to the end,
Our Maker, De fender, Re deemer, and Friend.
          (Rob ert Grant, 1833)

Pastor Craig Jennings is Pastor at Grace Lutheran
Brethren Church in Bottineau, ND.  Taken from 

Faith and Fel low ship

PEACE and SAFETY

“And they shall say, Peace and safety; then sud den de -
struc tion com eth.”  (I Thess. 5:3)

The apos tle Paul has in chap ter 4 just fin ished speak -
ing of the rap ture of the church.  In chap ter 5 he is speak -
ing of the Day of the Lord of which the Great Trib u la tion
is a part, at the last of which Christ will re turn in judg -
ment.  Sud den de struc tion will come at a time when men
are talk ing of “peace and safety.”

Now we have had a lot of talk of “peace and safety”
since be fore World War I.  It be gan with the Hague peace
tri bu nal.  World War I was sup posed to be the “war to end 
war”; but it con sum mated in an ar mi stice, not in peace.

Dur ing World War II there was much talk of a “just
and du ra ble peace.”  In the pres i den tial elec tions which
fol lowed World War II, all the pres i den tial can di dates
prom ised “last ing peace,” for our chil dren and grand chil -
dren.” There has not been a time since 1912 that we have
had world wide peace.

The great wars came to an end, but there were wars
on a smaller scale be ing fought some where around the
earth.  The League of Na tions was sup posed to pre serve
peace, but it failed.  The United Na tions like wise has
been a dis mal fail ure in keep ing the peace.

The streets of our large cit ies have been full of
march ers and dem on stra tors re cently.  Many well-mean -
ing peo ple have been drawn into this.  The New Left
which has pro moted the (pro tests) does not have a peace -
ful in tent.

All the “peace and safety” talk is the fore run ner of
sud den de struc tion.  The world to day is liv ing in the
shadow of Ar ma ged don.  The time will come when there
will not be a safe place any where on earth.  There will be
no last ing peace un til the Prince of Peace co mes to set up
His king dom upon earth.

(Written in 1970, but even truer today,
fifty years later).
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Give some one a piece of your mind and 

you’ll have less brains when you’re done!
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The Man With Two Umbrellas
Dr. Gordon Torgerson, a distinguished Massachusetts

pastor, had this experience.

When he crossed the At lan tic one sum mer, he no ticed
a man sit ting in a deck chair read ing the Bi ble.  He sat be -
side him and said, “For give my cu ri os ity, but I’m a min is -
ter.  I see you here ev ery day read ing your Bi ble.  I as sume
you’re a Chris tian and I’m in ter ested to know how it hap -
pened.”

“Yes,” said the man, set ting aside his Bi ble. “I’m very
glad to talk about that.  I was born in a good home in the
Phil ip pines and some years ago I came to the United
States to one of your fine uni ver si ties to study law.  My
first night on the cam pus a stu dent came to see me.”  He
said, ‘I’ve come to wel come you to the cam pus and to say
that if there is any thing I can do to help make your stay
here more pleas ant, I hope you’ll call on me.’

“Then he asked me where I went to church and I told
him.  He said, ‘Well, I can tell you where that church is,
but it’s not easy to find.  It’s quite a dis tance away.  Let me
make you a map.’  So he made an out line of the way to the
church and left.”

“When I awak ened Sunday morn ing, It was rain ing.  I
thought to my self, I’ll just not go to church this morn ing. 
Surely I can be for given of this.  It’s my first Sunday on
cam pus.  It’s rain ing hard and the church is hard to find. 
I’ll get some more sleep.

Then there was a knock on the door; and when I
opened it, there stood that stu dent.  His rain coat was drip -
ping wet and on one arm he had two um brel las.  He said, ‘I 
thought you might have a hard time find ing your church,
es pe cially in the rain.  I will walk along with you and show 
you where it is.’

As I dressed to go, I thought What kind of fel low is
this? As we were walk ing along in the rain un der the two
um brel las, I said to my self, ‘If this fel low is so con cerned
about my re li gion, I ought to know some thing about his.’

I asked, “Where do you go to church?”
“Oh”, he said, “my church is just around the cor ner.”
I said, “Sup pose we go to your church to day and we’ll 

go to my church next Sunday.”
“I went to his church and I’ve never been back to my

own.
Af ter four years, I knew it was not law for me, but the

min is try.  I went to sem i nary and was or dained a min is ter.”
That is a fas ci nat ing story of a most im por tant

man—the man with two um brel las. You go back to the be -
gin ning of Chris tian his tory and you will find him or her. 
This type of per son is in back of ev ery con cert and aback
of ev ery Chris tian en ter prise and move ment in his -
tory—that un named fel low with two um brel las, the per -
son who makes his or her  Chris tian ity so win some, so

use ful, so at trac tive, that other peo ple want it and say, “I’ll
go with you.”

Like Ruth, they say, “Thy peo ple shall be my peo ple,
and thy God my God” (Ruth 1:16). — Chris tian Vic tory

Time to Recalibrate 

WHAT have you been hear ing and read ing about
most the last few months?  I am guess ing 99% of you
quickly landed on coronavirus and ev ery thing con nected
to it.  Therein lies our prob lem.  As un der stand able as it
may be to fo cus a great deal on COVID-19, we need to be
aware of our hu man ten dency to lose the ul ti mate good as
we are pur su ing the “nec es sary re sponse” to our im me di -
ate sit u a tion.

Af ter all, it is good to fol low so cial dis tanc ing guide -
lines and learn how to use Facebook, Live or Zoom to
con nect dur ing this time. It is the proper use of com mon
sense to wash hands, cover our mouths for cough ing or
sneez ing, and pro tect each other from spread ing this vi rus.  
It is also nec es sary to plan for re open ing our busi nesses
and our church build ings.  You and I could both add to this 
list based on our par tic u lar con texts.  But let’s not do that.

In stead I need to ask my self do I need a recalibration?  
Do I need to hon estly ex am ine the di rec tion of my time,
my en ergy, and what is feed ing my soul?  Am I much
more in tune with the lat est pan demic news than I am
God’s prom ises?  Do I pay more at ten tion to Dr. Fauci,
Pres i dent Trump, and other “Vi rus Voices” than I do to the
words of Je sus?  Is my God and my Sav ior shap ing my
thoughts “all in all” if I am to find peace and rest?  HE is
my Cre ator, my Re deemer and the great lover of my soul. I 
am in cred i bly blessed when I see God as HE truly is.  Do
you agree?    — By Pas tor Nick Mundis 

Ten Rea sons Why You Should Be a 
Se ri ous Bi ble Stu dent:

1. The Bi ble is the Word of God (Eph. 6:17)

2. The Word of God is pure (Prov. 30:5)

3. Man lives by the Word of God (Luke 4:4)

4. Hear ing co mes by the Word of God (Rom. 10:17)

5. We are ad mon ished to study the Bi ble (II Tim. 2:15)

6. The Word of God is alive and pow er ful (Heb. 4:12)

7. The worlds were framed by the Word of God (Heb.
11:3)

8. We are born again by the Word of God (I Pe ter 1:23)

9. All things are sanc ti fied by the Word of God (I Tim.
4:5)

10. The Word of God is for ever set tled in Heaven (Ps
119:89) — Dr. Ray mond Bar ber
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Ed i to rial 
RES

UNIQUE
“Be loved, now we are chil dren of God; and it has not yet been re vealed what we shall

be, but we know that when He is re vealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him, as 
He is.”

(I John 3:2)

What will HEAVEN be like?  More im por tant is
the fact/re al iza tion; will I make it and what will I be
like?  There are some who seem ingly think we will be
like an gels and even more amaz ing,some in tel li gent
folk think that when a loved one or close friend dies,
they turn into an an gel.  By the way, do an gels have
wings? Well, I shall try to an swer at least some of the
above ques tions in a bib li cal per spec tive, which will
be just the ‘tip of an iceberg’ in a pos i tive sense.

OFTEN when some one dies, we hear the state -
ment that so-and-so “Passed away,” which seem ingly
is a for eign word to God’s Word!

Where did they pass to?  The word UNIQUE
means: “one, most un usual or rare, be ing the only one
of its kind, with out an equal or equiv a lent, un par al -
leled.”  This is just like the word “mir a cle” as I un der -
stand a mir a cle is some thing that ONLY GOD can do!

Now no tice the word ‘be loved’, which in
lay-men’s terms means ‘dearly be loved, cher ished’
and then no tice the word “NOW” in our text.

A dou ble mir a cle is that a re pen tant, be liev ing sin -
ner ap pears be fore an Al mighty and HOLY GOD
through the BLOOD of the ‘Sin less ONE’ as though
he had never sinned. Both Jus tified and Sanc tified -a
dou ble ‘mir a cle’!  AMAZING GRACE. Is n’t it mar -
vel ous what a per sonal God the true be liever has in
Chris tian ity?

IN the mean time, in our earthly jour ney, we are
told to grow in Grace and in the knowl edge of JESUS.
In other words, in our earthly jour ney, we are in tended
to be come more and more like Je sus and not con -
formed/squeezed to the form of the worldly per son. 
Romans 12:1-2, 8:28-29, 1 Pe ter 3:8-12, II Pe ter
3:10-18.

Some times well-mean ing folk say: “I have more
time than money”!  Is that right? How much time do
you have?  You should know some what how much
‘money’ you have!

Verse 2: ‘shall be’ and just the word ‘shall’!
Now I am go ing to give you a lit tle Bi ble Study as

ev ery true ‘child of God’ should be very in ter ested in.
What am I go ing to be like in ETERNITY? 

Psalm 17:15, 16:9-10, Job 19:25-27, Isa iah
25:8-9, Luke 14:14, Romans 8:20-23, Philippians
3:20-21, I Co rin thi ans 15:38-58, II Co rin thi ans 3:18,
5:1-8, I Thess. 4:14, I John 3:2, Rev e la tion 22:4.

I imag ine that in Heaven we will be sim i lar to
Adam & Eve be fore they sinned in the Gar den of
Eden!  From a hu man point of view, Heaven is so great 
that God uses neg a tives to give us a lit tle idea of what
heaven is like.  There will be NO sick ness, sor row,
death, SIN, etc. ETERNALLY – No End!  “But as it is 
writ ten, ‘Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor has
en tered into the heart of man the things which God
has pre pared for those who love Him.’” 
(I Co rin thi ans 2:9)

IN the mean time: Chris tian ity is fall ing apart
(Apos tasy) but God “has com mit ted to us the word
of rec on cil i a tion.  Now then, we are am bas sa dors
for Christ, as though God were plead ing through
us: we im plore you on Christ’s be half, be rec on -
ciled to God.  For He made him who knew no sin to
be sin for us, that we might be come the righ teous -
ness of God in Him.  We then, as work ers to gether
with Him also plead with you not to re ceive the
grace of God in vain.”  (II Cor. 5:18-6:1)

What a day that shall be
When my JESUS I shall see
When I look upon His face 

The ONE who saved me by His GRACE!
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From Our Fellowship Circle

C. L. La Crosse, WI
I love to get the pa per and want to keep it.  How ever, I
fell and broke my right leg so had to come to … nurs ing
home.  I will be here for a while but my hope is built on
noth ing less then Je sus blood and righ teous ness.  Praise
God He will keep.  Pray for me to be a light for my Sav -
ior.

K. & F. C Sebring, FL
Please ac cept my apol ogy for not get ting this do na tion
to you all. The work that you are do ing make many of us
stay-at-home peo ple a way to see Je sus in the light He
needs to be seen. Pure love is the rea son we are here and
able to con quer our fears of this world, for which we all
should be ever so grate ful that God loves us so very
much-giv ing His only Son to cleanse us from our sins.
As we con fess our sins He is faith ful and just and will
for give us our sins and purify us from all un righ teous -
ness.  I John 1:9
We are so blessed to live in a na tion where we can freely
wor ship our God, study the Bi ble (His Word-The Good
News), praise His name in sing ing, pray ing and liv ing. 
God shows us so much grace and we must also show
oth ers these same gifts – let us be one in the Holy Sprit
and keep His love alive as we know Je sus truly is the
way, the truth and the life.  Thank you so much for go ing 
on in keep ing the love of God alive with the Morn ing
Glory…we must be aware of the many tricks Sa tan has
out there and with this pa per you are show ing us just
how many evil ways this world is en croach ing on our
free dom.  Thank you and your staff- keep up the great
work and let God’s light shine bright!

Ref uge In Je ho vah

“It is better to take ref uge in Je ho vah, 
than to put con fi dence in man.”  (Psalm 118:8)

Even the best and lon gest friend ship be tween men
may fail.  In cases where we thought we could rely most
fully on each other, the end, many a time, was dis trust,
sep a ra tion, and deep wounds.  If love for self and the
world gets the up per hand the most del i cate ties of
friend ship may be bro ken be fore we know it.

When thoughts go back to days that have passed,
many of us will likely be re minded of much un faith ful -
ness and many bro ken prom ises, per haps by both our -
selves and oth ers.  To trust in one self or other men is like 

build ing on sand.  The more fully we as sim i late this
griev ous truth the fewer deep wounds will we get when
we en coun ter un faith ful ness and bro ken prom ises.

But then life has also taught us—at any rate us
Chris tians—that God does not break a friend ship or a
word.  He has never failed us, least of all when we were
in a tight pinch.

When ev ery thing looked dark and im pos si ble, He
stood faith fully at our side and of ten man aged to get the
best re sults out of the worst ma te ri als.  When all oth ers
for sook us, He stayed by us closer than ever; and when
ev ery thing seemed headed for the abyss, He took us up
higher.

That is the way the Lord has treated us al ways, and
in this way He will treat us till our dy ing day.  So, let us
try to have con fi dence in Him.  He who trusts in the
Lord will never be put to shame.

“O my God, in Thee have I trusted,
Let me not be put to shame;
Let not mine en e mies tri umph over me”
           (Psalm 25:2)
No one is so safe from dan ger,
As God’s lit tle chil dren band:
Not the lit tle swal low nest ing,
Not the child in mother’s hand.

Thy Kingdom Come, by Ludvig Hope, Copyright
© 1939, Augsburg Publishing House, Permission                              

Granted.

SOME 

Some Mus lims have chal lenged the LORD JESUS
CHRIST’S dy ing for all man kind.  As proof they of fer
Deu ter on omy 24:16, which states, “The fa thers shall
not be put to death for the chil dren, nei ther shall the
chil dren be put to death for the fa thers; ev ery man shall
be put to death for his own sin.” The verse re peats the
theme that we all must pay for our own sins, which
would be IMPOSSIBLE.  Then Je sus be ing cru ci fied,
would re ally have no valid pur pose and to even imag -
ine/think (you can not even use logic here, in stead of
faith) that our sins were never nailed to the tree and
ISAIAH 53:4-12 would be a to tal false proph ecy and II
Co rin thi ans 8:9, “For you know the grace of our Lord
Je sus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your
sakes He be came poor, that you through His pov erty
might be come rich”–  would be worth less!  Ed i tor



Believable …Yet Unbelievable 

‘Murder Hornets’ from Asia Spotted in
US for First Time

The world’s larg est spe cies of hor net, which can
wipe out a hon ey bee hive in a mat ter of hours, has been
seen for the first time in the United States, ac cord ing to
the Wash ing ton State De part ment of Ag ri cul ture.

Asian gi ant hor nets – also known as “mur der hor -
nets,” the “Gi ant Spar row Bee,” and the “yak killer” –
mea sure up to two inches long and prey on large in sects,
such as pray ing man tises, wasps, other hor nets, and bees.

They are so le thal that just one can kill 40 Eu ro pean
honey bees in one min ute, while a small group of them
can dec i mate an en tire bee col ony, de cap i tat ing them and
tak ing the hive as their own, and us ing the bod ies of the
dead bees to feed their young.

The Epoch Times

New Christian Channel 

GOD-TV, a Chris tian broad cast ing com pany that
broad casts in over 200 coun tries, has launched a ca ble
chan nel in Is rael, broad cast ing in the He brew lan guage. 
A state ment from its website says, “To day we made his -
tory!  For the first time ever, a Mes si anic tele vi sion chan -
nel is broad cast ing the Gos pel across Is rael to know, not a 
for eign Mes siah, but a Jew ish one!  His name is Yeshua
and He has not for got ten His peo ple.”

timesofisrael.com

(Ted) Cruz Urges AG Barr to Investigate 
Officials Who Target Religious
Communities 

Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) is urg ing At tor ney Gen eral
Wil liam Barr to watch for state and lo cal of fi cials who
may be en gag ing in dis crim i na tion against faith-based
groups amid the pan demic.

The move fol lows com ments made by New York
City Mayor Bill de Blasio in a Twit ter post, in which he
ap peared to threaten the “Jew ish com mu nity” with “sum -
mons or even ar rest” af ter hun dreds of Or tho dox Jews
gath ered to mourn the pass ing of Rabbi Chaim Mertz, a
re spected re li gious leader in their com mu nity.

In a let ter to Barr, Cruz highlighted the in ci dent as an
ex am ple of lo cal of fi cials who are al leg edly tar get ing and 
dis crim i nat ing against peo ple of faith while im pos ing re -
stric tions to mit i gate the spread of the CCP vi rus.

The Epoch Times

Anti-Viral Masks 

Is raeli com pany Sonovia has de vel oped an
anti-patho gen fab ric for use in masks.  Its tech nol ogy
uses sound waves to per ma nently in fuse zinc ox ide and
cop per ox ide nanoparticles into the ma te rial, mak ing it
anti-vi ral and anti-bac te rial.  Lab o ra tory test ing showed
a 98% suc cess rate in stop ping air borne vi ruses and bac -
te ria.  The fab ric can be re peat edly washed and will not
lose its anti-patho gen qual i ties.  These have just be come
avail able in the U.S.  

jpost.com, a reprint from The Vine and the Branches.

Annexation Plans 

Is rael is con tem plat ing a plan to move for ward to an -
nex parts of the West Bank and the Jor dan Val ley, which
they re fer to as Judea and Sa maria, where there are over
400,000 set tlers pres ently liv ing in 128 set tle ments.  This 
co mes af ter the U.S. an nounced, as part of Trump’s peace 
plan, that it rec og nizes Is rael’s con trol.  Annexation
would of fi cially make them a part of Is rael.  This would
likely bring an end to the two-state so lu tion ne go ti a tions,
as both sides would be dug into po si tions the other side
would never tol er ate.  This is a con tro ver sial is sue in Is -
rael and with other gov ern ments as well.  This move
could be seen as a prov o ca tion against the Pal es tin ians,
who are in ex treme op po si tion to this, and there would
likely be a large and vi o lent re ac tion if it was made. 

Slate.com

Ed i tor’s note: From a bib li cal per spec tive, let us find
what ter ri tory or land was prom ised to the Pal es tin ians!  
Ac cord ing to my lim ited knowl edge of bib li cal facts, I
in deed be lieve GOD said they would not have a
home-land, but wan der from place to place.  Check it out!

Iran

Nearly two-thirds of Iran’s pop u la tion is un der the
age of 30.  Iran’s pop u la tion is 84.9 mil lion.   Many of
them are dis il lu sioned with their op pres sive re gime, and
ISLAM is not an swer ing their spir i tual ques tions.  BUT
Chris tians who share the GOSPEL with Mus lims are be -
ing ar rested, pros e cuted, and im pris oned for “crimes
against na tional se cu rity.”
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The Perfect Storm

AN ALARMING FORECAST

A highly de struc tive storm is near ing the shores of
our na tion.  A cat e gory-five hur ri cane, an EF-5 tor nado,
and a mag ni tude-ten earth quake, all com bined, would
pale by com par i son to the storm that now threat ens our
Re pub lic.

The fierce winds car ry ing this storm are blow ing
from four di rec tions si mul ta neously.  As parts of this
storm merge, it might well be de scribed as “the per fect
storm.”  This is n’t hy per bole—the storm is real, im mi -
nent, and grow ing more men ac ing ev ery day.  The most
unique thing about this storm, how ever, is that it can yet
be turned away if the Amer i can peo ple wake up and take 
ap pro pri ate ac tion.

OUR GOVERNMENT

First and fore most, this un prec e dented storm is
form ing from the halls of our gov ern ment, where an in -
sa tia ble ap pe tite for money and power holds sway over
many of its mem bers.  A grow ing num ber of elected and
ap pointed of fi cials view them selves as the priv i leged
elite.  Many of these so-called pub lic ser vants have
grown rich while le ver ag ing their in flu ence with lob by -
ists and spe cial in ter est groups.  Some of these self-serv -
ing pol i ti cians are not in ter ested in serv ing the needs of
the Amer i can peo ple but in be ing re-elected in or der to
hold on to their lu cra tive po si tions.

With out any thought of fis cal re spon si bil ity and
sustainability Con gress is spend ing with out any sign of
re straint.  So much so that our na tion has rolled up a
mind-numb ing and grow ing na tional debt of $25 tril -
lion.

They de light in pass ing laws and reg u la tions from
which they of ten ex empt them selves.  There are laws for 
them and there are laws for the rest of us.

THE LIBERAL CHURCH

The sec ond part of the im pend ing storm em a nates
from lib eral churches and de nom i na tions whose ir re -
spon si ble lead ers dem on strate an ut ter dis re gard for
God’s Word.  In stead of stand ing against the ar rayed
forces of evil that are seek ing to de stroy our na tion,
these churches and their lead ers have sold out to our de -
praved cul ture by em brac ing its un godly prac tices and
ad just ing their own of fi cial dogma.  They cast aside the
Word of God, re plac ing it with mod ern un der stand ings
of the day, as sur ing each other that they now know more 
than the Bi ble.  Were it not for these apos tate churches,
we would not be fac ing this storm.

CULTURE OF WICKEDNESS

The third part of the com ing cat a clysm springs from 
a dec a dent cul ture that has turned de cency and mo ral ity
on its head.  Good has be come evil, and evil has be come
good.  Our cul ture’s mor ally im pov er ished con di tion
did not hap pen over night.  It was a slow pro gres sive
slide, a lit tle at a time over the years with the help of the
en ter tain ment in dus try, the me dia, and an ar ray of
anti-God forces that daily take the na tion to new depths
of de prav ity, de sen si tiz ing the peo ple to ac cept more
and more wick ed ness as “nor mal.”  The demonization
of our cul ture has been aided by those who con stantly
strive to push God out of the na tion’s life and con -
science.

ENEMY NATIONS

Finally, the fourth part of the storm bear ing down on 
us co mes from in ter na tional pow ers of evil that are de -
ter mined to see the United States ut terly de stroyed. 
How do we know this?  Be cause they have bra zenly
made known their plans for Amer ica’s de mise.  We are
all wit nesses to their nu mer ous at tempts to carry out
these ob jec tives by co vert and open ag gres sion.  Ad vo -
cates of mil i tant Is lam, god less so cial ism, and glob al ism 
hate ev ery thing our na tion rep re sents, es pe cially our de -
vo tion to free dom.  Rus sia, China, North Korea, Iran,
and other Is lamic na tions work co vertly and at times
con spire to un der mine and weaken Amer ica, the last
bas tion of lib erty on the planet.

NO QUICK FIX IS POSSIBLE

One of the most fright en ing as pects of the ap -
proach ing storm is seen in the ap a thy dis played by so
many of our fel low cit i zens.  Their ap a thy is fu eled by
left ist po lit i cal and re li gious lead ers, as well as the me -
dia.  Their shared goal is to con vince the Amer i can peo -
ple there re ally is no ap proach ing storm and that by
bring ing in their so cial ist pro grams and by em brac ing
the en tirety of their pro gres sive agenda, all our prob -
lems will van ish.

How ever, the prob lems now threat en ing us have be -
come so pro fuse and com plex that a quick fix or an easy
so lu tion is ren dered im pos si ble.  Fixing only the econ -
omy or a few other prob lems will not save us.  Amer -
ica’s spir i tual and moral prob lems must be ad dressed
also.  Our na tion’s only hope and re course is to re pent of
the sins that are de stroy ing us, fall on the mer cies of
God, and seek the shel ter of His blessed pro tec tion.  But
time is run ning out.

       — by Pas tor Da vid Barnhart

Taken from The Vine and Branches, Summer 2020



HISTORY of a FAVORITE HYMN 
by Dr. Lindsay Terry 

Wash ing ton Is Burning 

The Star-Span gled Ban ner 

“Blessed is the na tion whose God is the LORD; and
the peo ple whom he hath cho sen for his own in her i -

tance.” (Ps. 33:12)

It was Sep tem ber 13, 1814, and the cit i zens of Wash -
ing ton, D.C., watched in hor ror as their city burned.  The
White House, the Cap i tal and most of the other gov ern -
ment build ings were ablaze.  Eng land and the United
States were en gaged in the War of 1812.  

As the Brit ish re treated in the ships an chored in Ches -
a peake Bay, near the mouth of the Po to mac River, they
took Wil liam Beanes as a cap tive. He was a prom i nent
phy si cian and friend of Fran cis Scott Key, a law yer and
plan ta tion owner.  

Key then se cured per mis sion from the gov ern ment to
ne go ti ate for the re lease of Beanes.  Al though Key was suc -
cess ful, he and Beanes were de tained over night on the Brit -
ish ship Minden.  There en e mies feared they had learned of
the in ten tion to at tack Fort McHenry near Bal ti more.

Key and his party watched as dark ness fell and ob -
scured Fort McHenry and the fifty-foot Amer i can flag that 
was fly ing over head.  They watched un til the last glean ing
of the twi light.

A rag ing bat tle be gan.  Can non fire, rock ets and
flames al lowed glimpses of the flag all through the night. 
As the day dawned, “OLD GLORY” could be seen still
wav ing.  They re joiced that the fort had stood.

So thrilled was Key that he grabbed an en ve lope from
his pocket and be gan to write what his heart was feel ing. 
He fin ished the poem the next day in a Bal ti more ho tel
room, add ing sev eral more verses.  The orig i nal copy is in
the Mary land His tor i cal So ci ety’s H. Fur long Baldwin Li -
brary.

The poem, sung to an Eng lish tune known in the
United States as “Ad ams and Lib erty” and writ ten by John 
Stafford Smith, be came so pop u lar in our Coun try that in
1931 Con gress made “The Star-Span gled Ban ner” our
Na tional An them.  The flag that flew over Fort McHenry
is now on dis play in the Smith so nian Na tional Mu seum of
Amer i can His tory in Wash ing ton, D.C.

Fran cis Scott Key a de vout Chris tian be lieved deeply
in Lib erty and Free dom.  It is re ported that the slaves he in -
her ited from his wealthy fa ther were freed by him in 1817.  
Be fore their re lease, he helped them with fam ily prob lems, 
de fended them, at no cost, in the courts and started Sunday 
School classes for them.  He did ev ery thing in his power to 

lighten their bur dens.
He died Jan u ary 11, 1843.  Two stat ues of Key stand

in our na tion: one over his grave and an other in Golden
Gate Park, San Fran cisco, Cal i for nia.  A flag, by or der of
the Gov ern ment, flies con tin u ously over his burial place in 
Fred er ick, Mary land.

Many sol diers in Fort McHenry gave their life blood
on that fate ful night that you and I might be free.  To day,
mul ti plied thou sands of Amer i can men and women lie in
Flan ders Field and in count less other burial places where
crosses mark their graves, row opon row.  

They too gave their lives for our free dom – free dom to 
live and work and play with out the fear of tyr anny.  What a 
won der ful bless ing – this free dom we en joy!

Re flec tion: Who is the Au thor of lib erty, the Founder
of FREEDOM?  You and I can never be re ally free – free
from the guilt of our sins – apart from the free dom that
Christ alone paid for with His blood on Cal vary’s Cross. 
Oh, (Ed i tor: to be jus ti fied) free from guilt, to know that
our wrongs have been made right, to know that we are free
in our NATION and in our souls be fore Al mighty God. 

Sword of the LORD

Ed i tor’s Term: JUSTIFICATION is to be made ‘right’
(ready) be fore GOD.  This is by Grace Alone, Word
Alone, Faith Alone; through/un der the Blood of Je sus!

Prove All Things

“Prove (test) all things; hold fast that which is
good”  (I Thessalonians 5:21)

To im ply that we are not to judge: teach ings, move -
ments, and doc trines is to be dis obe di ent with the clear
scrip tural ad mo ni tion of the Lord.  He has called each one
of us to be a judge (Mat thew 7:1-5; 1 Co rin thi ans 5:12,
6:2-5; Jude 1:25).  To ac com plish this, our judg ment must
be based on the sure Word of God –not on the con stantly
shift ing foun da tion of ex pe ri ence.

APPLES OF GOD, Copyright 2004, by Berean Call

Ed i tor’s Note: The ba sic Bi ble verse of the Hauge Lu -
theran Innermission Fed er a tion is as fol lows: as we def i -
nitely be lieve all SCRIPTURE is in spired by the HOLY
SPIRIT; clearly preach ing/teach ing the need of ‘Ex pe ri -
enced Sal va tion, Chris tian Fel low ship, Evan ge lism and
Sim plic ity of Wor ship Ser vices: “Be loved, while I was
very dil i gent to write to you con cern ing our com mon
sal va tion, I found it nec es sary to write to you ex hort ing 
you to con tend ear nestly for the faith which was once
for all de liv ered to the saints.” Jude 3

Editor
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DISCERNING THE TRUTH
By Paul Larson

TRUTH

In this day we must dis cern what the truth is.  Je sus
said, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life, no man can
come to the Fa ther but through Me” (Jhn. 14:6).  Je sus
was speak ing about more than just who He was.  He is
the em bodi ment of truth.  There fore, ev ery word He
spoke was truth.  The Bi ble tells us clearly that all of
Scrip ture from Gen e sis to Rev e la tion is the in spired,
inerrant Word of God.  “All scrip ture is in spired by
God” (2 Tim. 3:16).

The Bi ble warns us of a great apos tasy that will oc -
cur in the last days—2 Thessalonians 2:3.  We need to
guard our hearts and minds so that we do not fall for the
many de cep tions that Sa tan will bring into the world in
those last days.  As 2 Thessalonians 2:9 puts it, “the one
whose com ing is in ac cord with the ac tiv ity of Sa tan,
with all power and signs and false won ders.”  There will
be many signs and won ders, peo ple claim ing su per nat u -
ral events and ex pe ri ences.  Make sure you do not fall
for these and thus be come a part of the apos tasy.

DISCERNING THE FALSE

The prob lem we have to day is that many peo ple ig -
nore any part of God’s Word that would con flict with
their per sonal be liefs.  If it does n’t agree with what they
preach, then they choose to ig nore it or rea son it away.  It 
is ab so lutely vi tal that Chris tians know what the Bi ble
says, so they are not led away from the truth by false
proph ets.

There are some very im por tant verses in I John 4
that pro tect us from fall ing for the de cep tion of the last
days.  “Be loved, do not be lieve ev ery spirit, but test
the spir its to see whether they are from God, be cause
many false proph ets have gone out in to the world.  By
this you know the Spirit of God: ev ery spirit that con -
fesses that Je sus Christ has come in the flesh is from
God; and ev ery spirit that does not con fess Je sus is not
from God; this is the spirit of antichrist, of which you
have heard that it is com ing, and now it is al ready in the
world” ( I Jn. 4:1-3).

Do you be lieve that Je sus is truly God in hu man
form?  “They shall call His name Im man uel, which
trans lated means, ‘God with us’” (Mat thew 1:23). 
How ever, these verses speak of much more that just be -
liev ing that Je sus is God.  The word trans lated con fess in 
these verses is homologos, which lit er ally mans “same
words.”  The line “ev ery spirit that does not con fess 

Je sus is not from God” we could fairly trans late as

“ev ery one who does not agree with the same words of
Je sus is not from God.”

TESTING FOR THE TRUTH

How do we know if some one or some thing is true? 
It must agree with the Word of God,  If it con tra dicts the
Bi ble, you can be sure it is not truth.  One thing Je sus
made clear is that in the last days there would be “many
“false proph ets and peo ple claim ing to be Christ or at
least claim ing to do what only Christ can do.  “And
many false proph ets will arise, and will mis lead many”
(Mat thew 24:11).  “For many will come in My name,
say ing, ‘I am the Christ,’ and mis lead many” (Mat thew
24:2).  Claiming to be Christ can be done by say ing you
are Christ or by claim ing to be able to do some thing that
only Christ can do.

FALSE CLAIMS

An other phe nom e non of the last days is all those
who claim to have gone to heaven or hell and then re -
turned with a mes sage for all of us.  Alex Ma lar key ad -
mits he made his story up, but Colton Burpo, the last
time I checked, still claims to have gone to heaven and
come back.  His net worth from sell ing his book is said
to be around five mil lion dol lars.  How do we know who 
is tell ing the truth?  It all co mes back to what the Bi ble
says and whether these sto ries agree with the Word of
God.

If any of these sto ry tell ers were to say I had a dream
or a vi sion that I went to heaven and came back, I would
have no prob lem with what they are do ing.  How ever,
when some one claims to have phys i cally gone to
heaven and come back, they are in con flict with nu mer -
ous Scrip ture verses.  Je sus told us only one per son ever
had a heav enly body and came to earth.  John 3:13—“no 
one has as cended into heaven, but He who de scended
from heaven, even the Son of Man.”  Je sus has told us
not to ac cept any “adds” to His Word.  We have the
Word of God, and we need to stick to it when it co mes to
de ter min ing what is truth.

Some will also use the ar gu ment that Laz a rus,
Tabitha, and others died and were brought back to life. 
Yes, they died, but not one of them was it said that they
went to heaven.  They died so God could re veal that He
had power over death.  They died, and God brought
them back to life.  It does not say they went to heaven
and God brought them back to earth again.

OUR FILTER

The devil is get ting more and more de ceit ful as we
near the time of Christ’s re turn.  We will see more and
more of these kinds of things as we near the end.  Je sus



said,” For false Christs and false proph ets will arise, and
will sow signs and won ders, in or der, if pos si ble, to lead
the elect astray” (Mark 13:22).

It is so im por tant that we rec og nize that the Bi ble is
com plete and that we fil ter ev ery event and teach ing
through that writ ten Word of God.  Is what a per son says
or does in agree ment with the Word of God. Are they
teach ing the “same words” that Christ has given to us in
His Word?

Paul Larson is Pastor of Faith Lutheran Church in
Detroit Lakes, MN

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Not Slack

“The Lord is not slack concerning his
promise, as some men count slackness.”  

(II Peter 3:9)

Some times when the Lord waits to an swer our
prayers’ we think He is tardy, but what He has prom ised
us, that He will give us.  He some times keeps us wait ing
in or der to strengthen our faith for a greater test ing. 
Those who want to de stroy the work of the Lord say that
the Lord is slack al most to the point of be ing ne glect ful of 
His prom ises to His chil dren.  They do not un der stand
that God likes to test us to see if we love Him for the
things that He gives us, or for Him self alone.

A Chris tian once re ceived word from some rel a tives
across the sea to the ef fect that they were ill and in need. 
She took her prob lem to the Lord, and asked Him to sup -
ply that need.  She later went to the mail box to mail some 
let ters, and on her way home she saw a pa per in the sand
which had gath ered in the cor ner of the street.  She
stooped down and picked up the pa per and found it to be
a five-dol lar bill.

With the money in her hand, she bowed her head and
said, “Oh, thank Thee, Lord, for an swer ing my prayer so
soon.  May the per son who lost this bill have enough so
this one will not be missed.”

With a song in her heart and on her lips, she hur ried
home to send the five dol lars across the ocean.

Dear Lord Je sus, teach us to trust Thee and Thy
prom ises.  Give us the grace to wait upon Thee.  In Je sus’
name. Amen.

Give these and then Thy will be done;
Thus, strength ened with all might,
We, through Thy Spirit and Thy Son,
Shall pray, and pray aright.

Altar Steps by Rev. R. P.  Haakonson

Ed i tor’s Note: If you re ally want to know an el e ment

that will strengthen and help to glue your fam ily to gether
for years to come, I would rec om mend,“Al tar Steps;”
(es pe cially where there chil dren yet at home) in your
daily fam ily de vo tions.  I be lieve that Je sus wants a fam -
ily to be knit ted to gether, but daily fam ily de vo tions also 
blend you TOGETHER, as you read God’s Word and
pray be fore the Throne of GRACE – even IF there is
ONLY two of you left, in your abode.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Number Your Days

“So teach us to number our days, That we
may get us a heart of wisdom.”  (Psalm 90:12)

It is not right to for get days that have passed.  Con -
trari wise we ought to re mem ber the times that are no
more, the roads we trav eled, and what we have lived
through.  The sins we com mit ted and that God has for -
given, we should not drag around, but we should re mem -
ber the many times that God has been gra cious to us, and
how He has guided and fol lowed us among hid den reefs
in storm, and dark ness.

I think it is es pe cially prof it able to look back on life
af ter one is some what ad vanced in years.  Which is not
say ing that youth should ne glect an oc ca sional ex am i na -
tion of the years that have fled, but he who is older sees
more clearly and is able to pass a fairer judg ment.  In au -
tumn the air is clear est and clean est not only in na ture but
also in hu man life.  And the bless ed ness of this back ward
look is that much of what we en coun tered, and which we
at that time con sid ered pun ish ment and mis for tune, we
now see was full of God’s Fa ther-care.  Where we
thought our selves re jected by God, there His love and
grace now shine upon us.  We also see that which cost us
the most in strug gle and tears, gave us also life’s great est
riches.

The Chris tian har vests this wis dom for his heart
when he lets God teach him to num ber his days.  And it is
such peo ple that be come more and more thank ful the lon -
ger they live.  But in that case it is good to be old, too

But I will tell, while I am liv ing, 
His good ness forth with ev ery breath,
And greet each morn ing with thanksgiving,
Un til my heart is still in death.
Nay, when at last my lips grow cold,
His praise shall in my sighs be told.

Thy Kingdom Come, by Ludvig Hope, Copyright
© 1939, Augsburg Publishing House, Permission                              

Granted.

11



12

“Blessed are those who hunger and
thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 

satisfied.” (Matthew 5:6)

Pas tor Gid eon John son, Kenyon, MN

(Con tinued from the Au gust is sue 
of the Morn ing Glory)

In his book ‘Je sus Through Mid dle East ern Eyes’,
Ken neth Bailey says this in re gard to righ teous ness, “In
bib li cal lit er a ture ‘righ teous ness’ of ten re fers to mighty
acts of God in his tory to save.”

So, for ex am ple, Is rael’s ex o dus out of Egypt was a
mighty act of God in his tory to save.  Is rael’s de liv er -
ance out of cap tiv ity in Bab y lon was a mighty act of
God in his tory to save.  And through out the Old Tes ta -
ment you see time and time again, these mighty acts of
God in his tory to save His peo ple from their en e mies.

Again, this, Bailey says, is what righ teous ness of ten 
re fers to.  There fore, when Je sus says, “Blessed are
those who hun ger and thirst for righ teous ness.”

He’s say ing, “Blessed are those who hun ger and
thirst for God’s sav ing ac tion on their be half.”

How ever, it is n’t the Pha raoh of Egypt or the mighty 
Bab y lo nian em pire, that we ul ti mately need sav ing
from.  No, we need to be saved from sin, death, and the
power of the devil.  We need de liv er ance from this body
of death and the world of sin.  We need to be res cued
from ev ery thing that would sep a rate us from fel low ship
with God.  There fore, this is what the Chris tian hun gers
and thirsts for.  We long for the cry out to God to save
us-with His mighty and righ teous hand-from all these
things that would sep a rate us from Him.

But not only do we hun ger and thirst to be saved
from these things, at the same time, we hun ger and thirst
to be saved for some thing; that we might be holy as
Christ is holy.

Here’s what Mar tin Lloyd Jones says in this re gard, 
“(To hun ger and thirst for righ teous ness) means a de sire
to be free from sin, be cause sin sep a rates us from God.
…It also means…a de sire to be free from the power of
sin…from the de sire for sin…to be free from (our sin ful) 
self in all its hor ri ble man i fes ta tions, in all its forms.”

How ever, then he goes on to say, “(In a pos i tive
sense) to hun ger and thirst af ter righ teous ness is noth ing 
but the long ing to be pos i tively holy (or, long ing for ho -
li ness)…The man who (hun gers and thirsts for righ -
teous ness is the one who) wants to ex em plify the
Be at i tudes in his daily life.  He is a man who wants to
show the fruit of the Spirit in his ev ery ac tion and in the
whole of his life and ac tiv ity.  To hun ger and thirst for
righ teous ness is to long to be like the New Tes ta ment

man, the new man in Christ Je sus. That is what it means,
that the whole of my be ing and the whole of my life shall 
be like that. … (To take a step fur ther) it means that
one’s su preme de sire in life is to know God and to be in
fel low ship with him, to walk with God the Fa ther, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit in the light.”

So, this is what we hun ger and thirst for.  This is
what our bel lies ache for and our mouths swell for.  As
Chris tians, we hun ger and thirst for righ teous ness; to fi -
nally and fully be set free from sin, death, and the power
of the devil (from all un righ teous ness) and set free for a
life of ho li ness be fore God; that we might be like Christ.  
That’s what we de sire; that’s what we con tin u ally long
for.

See, like it was with the sec ond be at i tude (Blessed
are those who mourn), this hun ger ing and thirst ing is
on go ing.  Li terally, Je sus says, “Blessed are those hun -
ger ing and thirst ing for righ teous ness. “Again, it’s an
on go ing thing.  It’s a daily long ing; long ing to be set
free from this body of death; long ing to be set free from
this world of sin; long ing to be holy as Christ is holy. 
For get about power and pres tige; honor and praise.  The
world can have all those things; we want righ teous ness. 
We long to dwell in righ teous ness; we long to be righ -
teous.  This is what char ac ter izes the Chris tian.

And, Jesus says, “Blessed/happy are you who are
char ac ter ized as such.”  Why?  Not be cause hun ger ing is 
so sat is fy ing or thirst ing is so de light ful in and of it self. 
Rather, blessed/happy are you, be cause in your hun ger -
ing and thirst ing for righ teous ness, you are and will for -
ever be sat is fied.  That is, you will find ful fill ment; it’s
found daily and eter nally in Je sus Christ.

In John 6, Je sus says, “I am the bread of life; who -
ever co mes to me shall not hun ger, and who ever be -
lieves in me shall never thirst.”  In other words, in Je sus
there is per fect sat is fac tion.  For in Je sus, by His death
and res ur rec tion, there is de liv er ance from this world of
un righ teous ness, from this body of sin and death.  In Je -
sus, by His death and res ur rec tion, we are de clared per -
fectly holy in Him and are be ing made per fectly holy
like Him.

So, are you hun ger ing and thirst ing to day?  Like a
wan derer in the desert, do you long for the righ teous -
ness that only Christ can de liver and nur ture in you?  If
so, then blessed are you, be cause in your hun ger ing and
thirst ing, you will con tin u ally and eter nally be sat is fied
when you turn to Christ and seek first His king dom. 
You will be filled full.



This Sickness Will Not 
End in Death

By Pas tor Paul Larson, Pres i dent of the Church of 
The Lu theran Brethren Synod 

IF the pre vi ous cou ple months (more months now)
have af firmed one thing to me about the na ture of the
Church, it is our to geth er ness.

The spring of 2020 will un doubt edly go down in his -
tory as a vul ner a ble and dif fi cult sea son of con cern, grief, 
iso la tion, and loss.  And, in our miss ing of each other and
our gath er ings, have we not caught a fresh scent of
FELLOWSHIP, of our need and na ture to some how in
some way con nect, gather, pray, share joy, and sup port
one an other?

JESUS once gave a word in the face of iso la tion.  Of
the grave ill ness of Laz a rus, he as sured his dis ci ples,
“This sick ness will not end in death” John 11:4.

Laz a rus and his sis ters, Mary and Mar tha were close
friends of Je sus.  John says, “Je sus loved Mar tha and her 
sis ter and Laz a rus” John 11:3.  In their heart ache and
worry, and in their trust re la tion ship with Je sus, these sis -
ters send word to Je sus: “Lord, the one you love is sick”
John 11:3.  Sim i lar ur gent, ex pec tant prayers have un -
doubt edly been prayed dur ing this pan demic, just as ar -
dent now as then, “Lord, the one you love is sick.”

Je sus ex plains that while He is never the cause of
sin’s curse in its many out comes, yet He re mains Sov er -
eign through hu man pain and peril.  Je sus, in ev ery trial
and cir cum stance, is al ways at work to save.  Three times
in this chap ter (vv.4, 15, 42) we are as sured that, while in
the trial we are only able to count the pain, the in fec tions,
the deaths.  GOD knows the count of those who –
through this trial – in their seek ing are found, in their
doubt come to know, and in their dead heart are res ur -
rected eter nally alive.

In the tem po ral world, by the time Je sus leaves for
Bethany, Laz a rus has died.  “What!  Laz a rus dead?  I
thought Je sus said …did n’t we all hear Him say, ‘This
sick ness will not end in death’?”

When Je sus ar rives at Bethany, he goes to the tomb
that has housed Laz a rus’ dead body for four days.  He is
deeply moved at the grief and un be lief he sees; this too is
part of the weight he will soon bear to the Cross.  Je sus
com mands the stone across Laz a rus’ tomb be rolled
away, and calls out with the Voice of res ur rec tion power,
“Laz a rus, come forth!”  And …he does.

We must ask our selves, of whom is this prom ise spo -
ken?  The an swer is, “the one Je sus loves”.

The one who is His own.  Ones like Laz a rus and
Mar tha.  Ones like Mary, who bowed her self in hu mil ity,

will ing to wash his feet with her own hair – as a con fes -
sion of sin, and a con fes sion of faith – with grat i tude to
Him as her SAVIOR.  Of such peo ple it may be said,
“This sick ness will not end in death.”  And this must al -
ways be said of the one Je sus loves!

I must tell you, as much as we know, this can be said
of ev ery one who has come by re pen tance and faith to be
the friend of Je sus, you must also re al ize the op po site is
true for any per son who is not by faith the friend of Je sus.  
No mat ter one’s health, strength, or se cu rity.  If they are
not by faith one Je sus loves, the op po site is true.  For the
per son out side of Christ it can not be said, “This sick ness
will not end in death.”  Rather, it must be said of this per -
son, “This ap par ent health, this seem ing strength, this
tran sient se cu rity, will not end in Life.” 

On the Cross, the prom ise of Je sus to those He loves
is put to the test of faith.

Here the Cross, the pre dic a ment, the pun ish ment, the 
prog no ses of all that makes us ill by SIN is laid on our
Friend.  He takes it all unto Him self, and bears it, fi nally
de stroy ing the deadly con ta gion of sin and all its re fuse in 
our lives!  But here also at the Cross is the charge against
all who have made them selves not friends, but en e mies
of Christ.  For all their ap par ent strength, wellness, and
good ness, it will not end for them in life, but in Eter nal
Death.  For their great est mal ady will be their re jec tion of 
JESUS as FRIEND, and His In no cent Blood will be upon 
them, for ever un for given.  

Finally, in all of us who are by faith the friend of Je -
sus, who have been made well – the ‘cross’ re minds us
that we carry within us, in our hands and in our mouths,
the great an ti dote our dy ing neigh bors need.  It is the
very gos pel of Je sus. 

At this vul ner a ble time in our world, I say to all:
friend of Je sus, seeker of Je sus, iso lated and spir i tu -
ally-sep a rated from HIM – be lieve!  Be come by faith one 
HE loves.  Trust His prom ises.

“This sick ness will not end in death.”
Faith & Fel low ship 

Ed i tor’s Note: Please, do not mis un der stand the
‘writer’ as God does not show ‘par tial ity’ in lov ing one
in di vid ual over an other; for the Bi ble clearly states that it
is HIS will that all should come to the knowl edge of the
truth and be saved!  John 3:16, 18, 36; Isa iah 53:5-6,
I Tim o thy 2:4 and I John 2:2.
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The trin ity of wom an hood is pu rity,
dig nity and spir i tu al ity.

Billy Sunday
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THE GIRDLE OF TRUTH 
(Con tinued from the last is sue of the Morn ing Glory;

(please re read for your ben e fit))!

“Stand there fore, hav ing your loins girded with
truth”  (Ephe sians 6:14)

I hope no one thinks that by the gir dle of truth I mean
sin less per fec tion.  If that were the gir dle of truth, none of
us would be girded.  Da vid was not in no cent, but he was
hon est.  Jehoshaphat was not with out fault; he went to war
on the side of Ahab.  He should not have done that.  But he
was hon est, and the Lord was his strength.  Pe ter sinned,
but he re pented of his sin, and the Lord was gra cious to -
ward him.  All of these were wounded in BATTLE, some
very se verely; but none of them was lost, be cause they re -
tained the gir dle of truth.

This is what I mean: Be truth ful in your Chris tian life. 
Do not pre tend that you are some thing that you are not. 
Each one of us is tempted to pol ish the ex te rior of his life so
that the in ter nal in jury  can be hid den from view.  When
you meet some one whom you think to be a much better
Chris tian than you are – and in all prob a bil ity he is better –
you are so eas ily tempted to act and ap pear like him without 
ac tu ally be ing like him.  This is a dan ger ous and cow ardly
hy poc risy.  Never try to clothe your self in the forms of an -
other’s god li ness, use your own coat, even if it may seem a
bit scant. In Acts 19 we are told of seven sons of a Jew ish
high priest who took upon them selves to use the name of
Je sus in driv ing out evil spir its.  They said, “I ad jure you by 
the Je sus whom Paul preacheth.”  But the evil spirit re -
plied, “Je sus I know, and Paul I know, but who are ye?”
And the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped upon them
and tore their clothes from their backs so that they had to
flee from the house na ked and wounded.  

This was a very course form of spir i tual im per son ation.
No, to go out and per form mir a cles, or what ever else it

might be, un der the cloak of an other’s Chris tian ity, that will 
never do.  If we our selves do not have sense enough to see
that this is wrong, we can be cer tain that oth ers see it; of ten
it is those who we think can know the least about such mat -
ters who see it most clearly.  We can be cer tain of this too
that also ‘to day’ the peo ple who pre tend to be more than
they are will be stripped na ked, of then they have to flee in
shame.

Peo ple of God!  Gird your selves with the gir dle of
truth.

Do you, child of God, feel that you do not amount to
much?  Does it seem that you are both in sig nif i cant and
worldly?  Con fess it to God.  Do you find that you have lit -
tle de sire to read GOD’S WORD and to pray?  Do you find
that you do not par tic u larly care to be obe di ent to God?  If
so, you will never find a so lu tion by try ing to con vince
your self and oth ers that all is well.  Tell it to God, call ing

each sin by its right name; that is true Chris tian con duct.
Then you will be girded about with the gir dle of truth.

Sol diers of Christ, arise 
And put your ar mor on;
Strong in the strength which God sup plies,
Through His eter nal Son.

Stand then in His great might,
With all His strength en dued; 
And take, to arm you for the fight,
The pan o ply of God.

Spirit and Power, Ludvig Hope, Hauge Lutheran
Innermission Federation, ©1959

Hu man Rea soning Should 
Be Taken “Cap tive”!

“Then shall He an swer them, say ing, Ver ily I say unto
you, In as much as ye did it not to one of the least of

these, ye did it not to me.” (Mat thew 25:45)

HUMAN REASONING is one of (if not) the great est
hin drances or stum bling blocks to a per sonal liv ing Faith! 
God’s Ways are not nec es sar ily our ways; but our way
should be God’s Way be cause He def i nitely knows what is
best for this life and the LIFE to come! He Has a def i nite
plan and pur pose for each of us.  As there is a way that
seems right unto man, but the way thereof leads to ‘death’.

We have no way of know ing all the sim plest ways the
Lord can use us by min is ter ing His life to oth ers.  Of ten, we 
pray for op por tu ni ties that we can serve Him, but we don’t
rec og nize them be cause they are dif fer ent than what we had 
planned and they could prove to be ‘dis taste ful’ for the
pres ent!  It could lead us and keep us upon our knees too. 
ESPECIALLY the lat ter.

Why is it? That on oc ca sion a pa rish io ner’s con tact the
pas tor with a prayer re quest/chal lenge and ask the Un -
der-shep herd to visit so and so?  Could it be that God laid
this bur den on this per son’s heart; be cause to use this ves sel 
him self! 

No tice the priv i lege/re spon si bil ity, chal lenge & prom -
ises in the fol low ing few Bi ble verses:  “Trust in the
LORD with all your heart, And, lean not on your own un -
der stand ing; In all your ways ac knowl edge Him, And He
shall di rect your paths.  Do not be wise in your eyes; Fear
the LORD and de part from evil.  It will be health to your
flesh, and strength to your bones.  Honor the LORD with 
your pos ses sions, And, with the first-fruits of all your
in crease; so your barns will be filled with plenty, and
your vats will over flow with new wine.”  Prov erbs
3:5-10.



Why I Love America
Evan ge list Hyman Appelman

Born in Rus sia, I came to the United States when I
was twelve.  I can not tell you in de tail why I love Amer -
ica, but ev ery crim son drop of blood in my body car ries
that af fec tion.

I love Amer ica be cause of its great ness.  It is great in
ter ri tory, great in re sources, great in man’s strength, great 
in woman’s beauty, great in child sweet ness.

 It is great in achieve ments, in ac com plish ments, in
ac tiv i ties that have led the world in ev ery line and sphere
of hu man ven ture and ad ven ture.

It is great in its his tory with Wash ing ton, Jef fer son,
Lin coln—gi ants who stand out above the run of even the
mighty!

Amer ica has never dipped its flag. From Bunker Hill
to the Argonne, Old Glory has been cov ered with honor
and praise.

I love Amer ica be cause of its gra cious ness.  Amer ica
has shared its wealth, its sci en tific dis cov er ies, its med i -
cal ac com plish ments with all man kind.  Pleas for help
from many quar ters of the world have been heeded.

Bel gian chil dren lived be cause Amer i can food ships
landed on their shores. Ger man ba bies have grown into
man hood be cause with the sign ing of the Ar mi stice in
1918, Amer i can re lief lifted the hun ger bans of that luck -
less land.  Starv ing Rus sians and ema ci ated Chi nese
knew hope when Amer i can soup kitch ens lined them up
for char ity.

Jap a nese cit ies were re built.  Jap a nese homes were
re es tab lished.  Jap a nese men, women and chil dren were
given a new lease on life when the Amer i can Red Cross
crossed the wide Pa cific to bring help and hope.

I love Amer ica be cause at ter rific sac ri fice it has been 
the world’s Big Brother.

I love Amer ica most of all be cause it gave me Christ
and sal va tion.  Here the Gos pel was preached to me. 
Here the cross of the Lord Je sus was lifted up be fore me. 
Here sal va tion was prof fered me as the gift of God’s
grace, backed up by yearn ing, lov ing anx i ety of Chris tian 
hearts.

Here wa ters of bap tism laved me.  Here that church
wel comed me.  Here the theo log i cal sem i nary opened its
doors to me.  Here I was and here I am, praise God for -
ever, given the right to preach the burn ing con vic tion of
my soul—that Je sus Christ, the Son of God, came into
the world to save sin ners.

You ask me why I love Amer ica?
The blood-marked sen try of George Wash ing ton’s

rag ged Con ti nen tals hal low ing Val ley Forge is my an -
swer.

The la conic re port of Com mo dore Perry on Lake
Erie, “We have met the en emy and they are ours,” is my
an swer. The Tex ans’ cry, “Re mem ber the Al amo,” is my
an swer.

Abe Lin coln’s “with mal ice to ward none, with char -
ity for all, with firm ness in the right as God gives us to
see the right” is my an swer.

The bloody Meuse-Argonne cam paign, Cha -
teau-Thierry, the tomb of the Un known Sol dier are my
an swer.

The hand of the Marines on Wake Is land is my an -
swer.

Douglas Mac Ar thur and his sweat-stained, blood-
soaked heroes in the fox holes of the Phil ip pines is my an -
swer.

You ask why I love Amer ica?
I am a Jew!  I am a Chris tian!  Let the deep, fath om -

less depths of grat i tude out of the very in ner most be ing of 
my life, on my knees, on my face, thank ing God for
Christ, for the Con sti tu tion, for the Dec la ra tion of In de -
pend ence an swer you, shout to you, re joice with you—I
love Amer ica. 

ALTHOUGH 

Al though Church/As sem bly of Be lievers, Mid-week 
Bi ble Study and Free Prayer is n’t a time of en ter tain ment, 
it should be some thing, we an tic i pate as we look for ward
with de sire and an tic i pa tion in obe di ence to God’s Word
and for our ben e fit and growth.  Some folk have the at ti -
tude of “take it or leave it” which co mes down to at ten -
dance.

The peo ple of God have a bib li cal man date to meet
to gether, but in ad di tion to that, what a priv i lege/op por tu -
nity!  So, gath er ing with few or many around the In spired 
Word of GOD should be a de light!  IF we love the LORD 
as we should, we will find a time and a place for it!

Sunday is the time and the place is the house of God
to start with; to re ceive & share. RES
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Help me to live this day quietly, easily;

To lean upon Thy great strength
trustfully, restfully;

To meet others peacefully, joyously;

To face tomorrow confidently,
courageously.

Author Unknown
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Up Date

NEVER FORGET…

“Come over …and help us!”  (Acts 16:9)

NEVER FORGET … “Where the Spirit of the
Lord has gone (Ed. is Pres ent also) free dom has fol -
lowed.  Those na tions that are free to day are free be -
cause of the power of the Gos pel of Je sus Christ.”
Dr./Pas tor D. James Ken nedy.

THANK YOU for your com mit ment to Christ –
to stand for truth and for free dom in this time of great 
cri sis in our Land and around the world! 
TOGETHER, we are en gaged in the bat tle for Christ
and His King dom; in our great USA and be yond.  

Now is the time to boldly stand with us as we
seek God’s face and bless ing; through His Mar vel -
ous GRACE and em pow er ment; for our peo ple of
this great-land and be yond.
Your sup port in prayer and fi nances will help us pro -
claim the life-trans form ing TRUTH of the Law and
the Gos pel for the saved and lost…which is the only 
REAL hope for man kind.      (Mat thew 25:34-40)

The to tal of fer ings re ceived for the month of
July are $2,366.80. 

GOD sends no one away empty ex cept those
who are full of them selves.

The only way to hear from God is to read (& lis -
ten) the Bi ble.  It is God’s Mes sage to man.  The Bi -
ble is not a rev e la tion of what God knows but a
rev e la tion of what God wants us to know.  Far too
many Chris tians live and die and never read the Bi -
ble through word for word.

D. L. Moody 

Ed i tor’s Note: Faith co mes by hear ing or read ing 
the Word of God!  BUT the BIBLE is a closed ‘book’ 
for those who are not will ing to deal with sin.GOD
sends no one away empty ex cept those who are full
of them selves.

What Want I More?

Spo ken by a saintly woman 
Dy ing on an at tic floor, 
Hav ing not one earthly com fort: 
“I have Christ!  What I more?”

You may have gold and gran deur 
And yet be counted poor;
He alone has riches truly
Who has Christ, though noth ing more!

            Se lected


